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widths mentioned. In other places rival interests have caused to be passed ordinances prejudicial to the concrete block industry. Such opposition is necessarily short-lived providing block makers use diligence in universally maintaining that high standard of excellence of which the industry is easily capable.
The matter of fireproofing of buildings is probably now receiving greater attention than at any previous time in the world's history. The attention of architects and insurance experts was actively drawn to concrete construction by the great fire-resisting qualities manifested in the Baltimore conflagration and in numerous fires of more recent date, and the interest thus aroused has led to a number of experimental fires the results of which prove beyond a doubt that well-made concrete is not merely non-inflammable but that it withstands the conflagration test far better than any other building material in use at the present day. It is generally considered that concrete will disintegrate under the same extremes of temperature, or the same alternate subjection to fire and water, that would cause decomposition in the stone composing the aggregate. This view is erroneous inasmuch as the aggregates in properly made concrete are protected by the surrounding matrix, and the latter resists fire far better than any stone, granite not excepted. Here, then, we see the prime importance of obeying the law mentioned in the first section of this paper: Let every grain of sand be thoroughly coated with cement, and let every piece of gravel or stone be thoroughly coated with the sand-cement mortar.